
Dates to Remember

Freedom Elementary Home of the Falcons

Principal’s Corner — Dr. Grimes

Hello from the Clinic 
We could use band-aids (fabric style – 
latex free) in various sizes, especially 
the large knuckle and knee band-aids. 
We would also appreciate baby wipes 
and Lysol wipes. 

Have a safe and healthy summer!

Thank you so much! 
Nurse Bethany and Nurse Amanda

Stay Connected 
with 

Freedom Elementary 
through

Freedom 

Freedom PTO

School website: 
Manateeschools.net/
Freedom

March
	 8	 Elementary	Early	Release	at	1pm
	 15	 Record	Day	-	No	school	for	students
	 21	 Report	Card	Conference	Night
	 	 Kindergarten	Round	Up
	 22	 Elementary	Early	Release	at	1pm
	25-29	 Spring	Break	-	Schools	closed
April
	 19	 Good	Friday	-	All	district	sites	closed
May
	 27	 Memorial	Day	-	All	district	sites	closed
	28-30	 Early	Release	-	All	Schools
	 30	 Last	day	of	school

Hi Freedom families. Believe it or not, this year is 
more than half way over. We have accomplished 
so much and still have more to do. During these 

days or guiding and parenting our students, I came across 
an article that made me smile and slow down. I hope 
you can obtain some wisdom from it as well. Thanks for 
reading it and thank you for what you do each day.

“The other day I caught myself giving a lengthy speech 
about the importance of kids doing their chores and 
respecting their parents. Unfortunately, the speech was not to a group of adults. It 
was to my child in response to eye-rolling and huffing about having to clean up 
after the dog.

I used to think parenting was easy. That is…until I had kids.

Parenting is tough because we love our children. Since highly effective teachers 
also love their students, they struggle with the same temptations. We want the best 
for them. We worry that they’ll become irresponsible. We sometimes feel panicked 
because they don’t seem to be turning out the way we hoped. 

Lots of intense feelings can muddy our minds and leave us forgetting that we can’t 
talk tykes…or teens…into being respectful, responsible and self-controlled. In 
fact, the more extensive our vocabularies become, the less effective we become.

The more words we use when things are going poorly, the less effective we 
become.

Many excellent and loving parents and educators are faltering. Not because they 
lack skills. No. It’s because they talk too much while they’re using their good 
skills.

Run an experiment: see what happens if you simply use fewer words when things 
are going poorly. The odds are high that you’ll be glad you did.”

Assistant Principal,  
Michele Danowski 
It’s hard to believe that we are into the third quarter already. 
Time seems to fly by when we are busy learning and 
growing. These days will get even busier as we move further 
into the second half of the school year. The students and 
teachers continue to work hard towards mastery of grade 
level standards. I see this hard work every day as I visit and 
observe the classrooms.

As we move into the end of the third quarter, I am looking forward to seeing our 
parents at our third quarter conferences. I feel that it is important for families 
to have open communication with our school so that we may discuss student’s 
academic success together. Open communication between school and home is 
imperative for student success. I encourage you to hold an open communication line 

continued on page 2
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SOARING THROUGH 
SECOND SEMESTER!

We hope 2019 is off to a great 
start for all our families! We 
are looking forward to a busy 
and exciting second semester 
of school! Over the next few 
months of school, we have 
several important assessment 
dates that will be happening! 
Every student here at Freedom 
will be participating in 
assessments in the upcoming 
months. We are ready to 
conquer our assessments and 
are confident that our Freedom students are ready to soar! 

Counselor’s Corner

Semester 2 Assessment Schedule
Dates Test Grade Participating

Jan. 28-Mar. 21 Access 2.0 ELL KG-5

March 18-22 District Benchmarks 2

April 2 FSA-ELA Writing  4-5

April 3 & 4 FSA-ELA 3

May 1 & 2 FSA-ELA 4-5

May 3 & 6  FSA-Math 3-5

May 9 & 10 SSA-Science 5

April 22-May 10 iReady Assessment K-3 Reading/K-2 Math

May 20-24 District Benchmarks 2

If you have any questions regarding these dates or tests, please 
feel free to contact us at any time at 941-708-4990 @ Mrs. 
Cleveland (Grades 3-5 Counselor ext. 2013) or Mrs. Brunner 
(Grades K-2 Counselor ext. 2076) Thank you for your support 
and understanding. We know our students will be ready to do 
their best and SOAR through the next half of the school year! 

Here are a few tips to help your child be ready to test 
his/her best:

• Get a good night’s sleep
• Eat a healthy breakfast each morning
• Drink water and hydrate
• Practice positive self-talk (I can do it, I am going to 

write my best, etc…)
• Give lots of hugs and encouragement
• Make certain your child is here each day and on time. 

(Students test best on test day with their classmates)

School Support Specialist
Mrs. Carolyn Winget, School Support Specialist

Our classes have been having a great time earning Falcon 
Feathers for positive behavior in Special Area classes, the 
Café and Hallways. Each month a new theme is created 
to encourage students to Stop, Think and Make a Good 
Choice outside of the classroom. 

Most recently for December and January, classes who 
earned 10 feathers had the opportunity to have a “Snowball 
fight”, a fun class building activity that our Florida kids 
don’t get to experience! Some classes came back for 
seconds and even thirds! For February, our classes were 
in competition to be the grade level winner for a Popcorn 
party and a special activity that I will bring to their classes. 

In other news, I was recently awarded a grant from the 
Manatee Education Foundation for $1000 and a Partner 
Grant from PTO to complete the purchase a class set of 
coding Robots called Ozobot. I look forward to growing 
student interest in coding and robotics. These robots will 
help support the great STEM thinking they are learning in 
our Engineering lab. 

with your child’s teacher, our teachers and administrative 
team are very open to parent involvement and support.

On another note, please remember that supervision for 
students is not provided prior to 8:00 a.m. We have had 
an increasing number of students over the last few weeks 
dropped off before that time. Please do not drop off your 
children before 8:00 a.m. We want our children to continue 
to be safe and appreciate your help with this. Thank you 
for all you do to support Freedom and for all you do to 
make Freedom a great place to learn!

VPK at Freedom
Free and open to all Florida resident children who are 4 
years old on or before September 1, 2019. The program 
is 3 hours per day (8:30am -11:30am). At Freedom, 
parents can choose a full day program (until 3:20pm) 
and participate in after-school care for an additional cost. 
For more information regarding the 2019- 2020 school 
year, please contact the Early Learning Coalition at 941-
757-2900 to obtain your child’s Certificate of Eligibility 
(COE).

Assistant Principal,  
Michele Danowski continued
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Kindergarten Corner

Pre-K News

Grade News

Our Pre-K students have started the year off learning about 
Winter. We have had a blast exploring "snow" and ice and 
building snowmen. We loved reading The Mitten by Jan 
Brett and hearing about all the animals that snuggled up 
inside the mitten.  Arctic animals such as penguins, polar 
bears, seals, puffin have been interesting. Our students 
have been exposed to all kinds of new vocabulary: frozen, 
solid, liquid, hibernate, migrate, adapt, etc.

We continue to work on letter identification and letter 
sounds. We have had fun reading many rhyming books, 
counting out syllables in words, and playing many 
language-based games. In math, our students are counting 
and comparing groups/quantities, making patterns, and 
sorting shapes by attributes. We will begin learning about 
3D shapes and practice measuring with non-standard units. 

Kindergarten Happenings:
It has been a busy month here in Freedom 
kindergarten!

First, we would like to thank all parent 
volunteers that helped make our gingerbread houses 

a huge success. Stay on the lookout for other volunteer 
opportunities as well.

January led us into great learning opportunities including 
Martin Luther King Junior, Penguins, Snowmen, and 100th 
Day of School. Make sure to ask your child what they 
learned about these topics. 

February will bring learning opportunities that include 
Valentine’s Day, President’s Day, and zoo animals. 

Things To Remember:
Please practice shoe tying at home. Slip on shoes should 
be worn at school for students still learning to tie. 

Initial your child’s calendar EVERY NIGHT. This ensures 
you have seen their folder and any important information. 

At Freedom Elementary we are CHAMPIONS! Ask your 
child how to be a CHAMPION.

First graders have been busy at Freedom. 
We celebrated the 100th day of school with 
a 100-piece snack, dressed like 100 year old 

people, and wrote 100 words! We have been 
working on adding, subtracting, place value and 

numbers to 120 in math. In reading, our theme has been 
animals and we have been focusing on sequencing events 
and the main idea of a story.
For the remainder of the year, the children will enjoy non-
fiction books, writing how-to books, reviewing addition 
and subtraction, as well as analyzing data and shapes.
Kelso helps us to remember to “Stop, Think, and Make the 
Best Choice!” Kelso has a variety of strategies to help us 
solve little problems. Please encourage your child to share 
these strategies with you and encourage your child to use 
them at home also!



Grade News 

We have a great group of second graders 
this year and we appreciate all the 
support we get every day from their 

families. We continue learning to read 
but as the year goes on, we are working 

more on reading to learn. Our students are reading 
many different genres and they are using many 
strategies to comprehend, discuss and write about 
what they are reading. Ask your student what their 
favorite story is this week and why. This year in 
Science we have explored the scientific process, 
the 3 states of matter, forces, magnets, weather 
and we will be studying rocks and soil this spring. 
In Social Studies we have learned about native 
Americans as well as the early settlers to our 
country and some of our country’s leaders and 
our government. Our country and world is made 
up many different people with different cultures 
and traditions. Most of us are currently learning 
about maps and globes. Do you know how many 
continents we have? Can you name them? In Math 
our students have mastered double digit addition, 
so we are moving onto subtraction and will also be 
using different strategies to model and solve our 
problems. By the end of second grade our students 
should know their addition and subtraction facts 
to 20 by memory. Please help them practice this 
at home as well as fluent reading and writing or 
Iready nightly. Our days in 2nd grade are flying 
by! We are enjoying the fresh air and extra exercise 
walking to the portables most days. If you look 
closely our students are starting to look more like 
3rd graders! 
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Grade News Grade Rocks

Grade News 
FSA testing is coming up in April and 
May. Please make sure that your child 
arrives at school on time on the testing 

days. Attendance is important as we are 
working hard to prepare your children for the 

state testing.
April 2  FSA 5th Grade (paper-based test) 

Writing 
May 1 & 2 FSA 5th Grade (paper-based test) ELA 

Language Arts 
May 8 & 9  FSA 5th Grade (paper-based test) Math
May 6 & 7 FCAT Science (paper-based test) 
In April, our 5th graders will be working on a speech 
for the annual Tropicana School Speech Contest. 
They will get more information about the speech 
contest after Spring Break. 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns 
please feel free to contact your child’s teacher.

We are looking forward to a successful 
and busy second half of 4th grade as we 
get ready for FSA Testing. Throughout 

the next few months students will 
be working on developing and writing 

informative and opinion essays. In math, our focus 
will be understanding fractions, mixed numbers and 
decimals as we continue to master our multidigit 
multiplication and long division skills. Students will 
expand their vocabulary and reading stamina as we 
read and comprehend multiple genres and focus 
on reading and writing about text structure. Please 
encourage your child to read and write every day. 
Reading will improve vocabulary and writing skills.
Thank you for your continued support to Freedom 
and the Fourth Grade Team.
4th grade team: Ms. Terese, Mrs. Gray, Mrs. Sanborn, 
Mrs. Jett, Mrs. Frye, Mrs. Denler

What a great start to the second half of 
the school year! We have been busy and 
working very hard to revisit some old 

skills and learn many new ones as we as 
preparing for the FSA test in April. 

ELA - Students have been exploring the five main 
text structures in reading and completing a graphic 
organizer on each structure to better help them 
understand what they are reading. We will be starting 
to utilize this skill with fresh read articles across 
the grade level this month. Finally, we are always 
working on supporting our answers with information 
from the text in a written response. We have been 
reading and rereading text to find text evidence. In 
writing, we are going to be beginning to write an 
informative essay connected to a text.
Math - We have been working with fractions since 
we have returned from Winter Break. We have two 
more small sections on fractions before we finish up 
with this standard. We will be beginning to work on 
telling time very soon. Also, if you do not own a set 
of multiplication flash cards, this is the perfect time 
to invest in a set. It is very important that your child 
master these facts.
Science/Social Studies - In Science, we have been 
discussing the sun and how it effects the entire Solar 
System and our daily lives. Some classes are now 
beginning to work on a very interesting constellation 
project. WE will continue to focus on stars and 
the Solar System. In Social Studies, we have been 
working on primary and secondary sources as well as 
map skills and parts of a map.
Agendas - To help you stay up to date on all that 
is going on at school, please check and sign your 
child’s agenda each night. Your child writes important 
information and assignments there each day, 
including his or her homework. This is also a great 
place to easily communicate with your child’s teacher. 
Agendas are checked daily for notes and signatures.
We look forward to our field trip to Felts Preserve 
next month for some bird watching and our Legoland 
field trip at the end of April. We will be sending home 
the final paper work and collecting money later this 
month for the Legoland field trip!
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Play with 
your Fruits 
and Vegetables 
Challenge
By Debbie Smith

On February 1st the TSA Team received a special challenge from 
the Cafeteria! They wanted our students to enter the counties 6th 
Annual “Play with your Fruits and Veggies” Challenge. This was 
quite an interesting challenge for a lot of our members because they 
were really excited that they could actually “play” with their food 
and not get in trouble! 

Teams began blueprinting and designing during the month of 
January using the internet and other resources to come up with 
some creative ideas based on our “Farm Life” theme. Teams 
were given 1 hour to design and build their delectable artwork 
on a sturdy cookie sheet. Their artistry was then judged by our 
administration and café staff with the top winner continuing onto 
the county level. 

The 3 teams that placed in our school included….

1st Place: Farm Fun, created by Lola Bondurant, Payton Griffin, 
Janelle Lamptey, Adwoa Sankah

2nd Place: Funny Farm, created by Mikayla Emerson, 
Emily Griswold, Madeline Hernandez, and Maya Noon

3rd Place: Life on the Farm, created by Zoe Howard, 
Melanie Luna, Olivia Michaels, and Rajvi Patel
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News from the Art Room
Happy new year and we have some great news. This past 
weekend we won 2 first place ribbons in the Gamble 
Plantation juried art exhibit. Amelia and Zoe will receive 
the ribbons, and the Plantation is giving us $325.00 to buy 
more art supplies. The Waterlefe Artist Guild has been 
giving art us yearly donations as well, but this year they 
raised the bar by donating $1000.00 for Freedom’s art 
supplies. I also received an MEF grant of $1000.00 for art 
supplies. This money enables our students to have a nice 
variety of excellent art materials and I’m grateful. Thank 
you Waterlefe, Gamble Plantation and MEF.

With that said, I’m looking for donations of odd stuff. I 
plan on making robot sculptures, out of recycled materials, 
with 5th grade and I’ve been collecting little boxes towards 
that end. I’m sure I’ll need more little boxes and I’m 
thinking some odd nuts, bolts and washers, junk drawer 
stuff like that will add to the creativity. Also, we’ll be 
starting our clay projects soon and I will need your used 
bubble wrap envelopes to send the artwork home. Please 
send in the envelopes any time, so I’m prepared when the 
time comes. Thank you!

Music Notes
The second half of the school year is off to a 
musical start! Our kindergarten and 1st graders 
have been busy singing songs that involve lots 
of counting, both backwards and forwards, 
and have been adding all sorts of instruments 
while they count. Ask them what happens to you when 
you eat too many green jelly beans! 2nd and 3rd graders 
have been perfecting their xylophone technique, and are 
starting to make beautiful sounds together. Our 4th graders 
are starting to experiment with improvisation, and creating 
their own rhythms. In 5th grade music class, we worked 
on a number of different selections that we performed at 
the Black History Assembly. The students enjoyed singing, 
and playing instruments. 

A BIG thank you to all the volunteers 
who help to make December’s Book 
Fair a success. 

Literacy Week was filled with authors sharing via Skype 
with students at Freedom on how important it is to read 
and to write. Students met authors of books they are 
presently reading.

Grades 3 to 5 students can receive a brag tag each time 
they read and test on a Sunshine book. The tags resemble 
the book covers. 

This year Freedom will be participating in the Battle of 
the Books. We will be competing with 3 other Manatee 
Elementary Schools. Four Freedom Students will be 
chosen to represent Freedom in this competition.

Media News

PE News Coaches Wilson & Wojcicki
At PE, we have recently started our chasing and fleeing 
unit. So far, we have played our games of “Funny Farm” 
and “Lord of the Rings”. We teach the students the 
similarities and differences between both games. The 
students really seem to love these games and it’s quite 
enjoyable watching them work hard and have fun. We also 
just want to give a gentle reminder to make sure students 
are wearing shoes that they are able to run/jump in and 
wearing clothes that fit properly and are appropriate for 
physical activity when they come to PE. 

Keep 
Clipping!
www.boxtopsforeducation.com

Thank You!
It’s amazing how quickly those 10 cent box tops add up!
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1. The key to reading is words: hearing them, saying 
them, seeing them, and connecting them to everyday 
life. Simply talking—in the grocery store, on the way to 
school, before bed—guarantees a richer vocabulary for 
your child.

2. Set aside a special time each day to read together. 
Find a quiet place where you can focus on the book. 
Pretty soon, your child will make the connection 
between the pleasure of undivided attention and the 
pleasure of reading.

3. Expect disasters. Sometimes reading just isn’t in the 
cards. Don’t push it. The last thing you want is to turn 
it into a battle. But be prepared to grab unexpected 
opportunities. Always have a book with you—in your 
bag, in the car, at the pool: waiting is a lot easier on 
everyone if there’s a story to share.

4. Read books you like. Your enjoyment will be 
infectious. Read books your children pick themselves 
… and praise their choices.

5. Stop occasionally to ask your child questions about 
the pictures or about what they just heard. Try to ask 
questions that require more than a yes or no answer. 
“What do you think is going to happen next?” “Who do 
you like best in this story?”

6. Connect stories to things that happen in your daily 
life. If you just read a story about a dog, point out all 
the dogs you see and talk about them: How big? What 
color? Who do you think they belong to? Make up a 
new story together about the dog … then find someone 
else to tell it to.

7. Stop occasionally and point out an interesting word 
with your finger. Say it and have your child repeat it. 
Pre-readers don’t need to learn it … yet … but this 
reinforces the idea that those funny black lines on the 
page actually contain the magic of meaning.

8. Capitalize on your child’s interests. If he or she likes 
bugs, find all the bug books you can. Read fiction and 
fact books. If they ask you a question, go together to 
a book to look for the answer—even if you know the 
answer already.

Tips for Teaching Kids to Enjoy Reading 
By Kristi Jemtegaard

9. Watch television together and talk about it. Compare 
what you see on the tube to real life and to real books. 
Ask questions. Make connections. Find books about 
things you’ve seen and read them as a follow-up.

10. Visit the library. You don’t have to be rich to have a 
house full of books. Attend storytimes. Ask the librarian 
for books suggestions. And check out a book for yourself. 
You’re the best advertisement for reading there is!
About the Author: Kristi Jemtegaard is the Youth Services Supervisor/
Children's Specialist for the Arlington Public Library system in Virginia. She 
also serves as adjunct faculty in the Education Department of the University of 
Virginia and has taught at Catholic University in Washington D.C. 


